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Dear Families 

Welcome back.  

We hope you all had a lovely Easter break. It’s hard to believe that we are already two-thirds of the way through the school 

year. As we move into the summer term, there is still so much to look forward to, including the school production of Annie, KS1 

and KS2 SATs, curriculum-enhancing visits, and welcoming more new families to Ashford Hill.  

Guided by our values of determination, community and integrity, the children have returned to school full of energy and have 

already begun their new learning journeys with the positivity and enthusiasm we expect from Ashford Hill children. 

We are very proud to launch our new Head’s Award, and I cannot wait to celebrate the first children who will receive this 

award for truly shining at Ashford Hill. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Warm regards 

Catherine Hudson 

Principal 

Attendance 

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children. 

This week’s attendance: 

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

96.8 98.6 100 98.1 98 88.3 100 97.9 

Well done to Y1 and Y5 on 100% attendance this week 

 

Pupil Success 

Stacey attends Popley Fields boxing club in Basingstoke. She has won trophies before but is very proud of 

this one because it is a new trophy to the club and only a handful have won it so far. She received this 

because of her skilled body punch. To win the trophy she had to show she listens well, and because she 

listened so well she only made one mistake. She had to perform the skill once on each of the instructors and 

they were watching to see if she moved her head and ducked her shoulder whilst performing the skill in 

case of a counter attack. Well done Stacey for your discipline and dedication. 

 

Edward is a keen baker and, during the Easter holidays, used his historical knowledge of the Iron Age 

to create a cake depicting an imaginary theme park called Iron Park. Iron Park is similar to Jurassic 

Park, but instead of dinosaurs, visitors are transported back to the Iron Age. The roundhouse was 

made from chocolate cake, and the trees were crafted from chocolate modelling paste. 

According to his family, the cake was not only imaginative but also very tasty. 
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If your child has had a success outside of school, we would love to celebrate it. Please send a photo and a short description to 

admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk and we will share it here. 

Afterschool Care 

Following the disappointing news regarding JAG and after-school care, I would like to share an update. 

We will continue to run the following clubs for the next half term: Construction/Games Club on Tuesdays and Drawing/Colouring 

Club on Thursdays. Sign-ups for these clubs will be sent out on Monday. 

Please be aware that parents may need to make alternative after-school arrangements for Summer 2 whilst we explore options 

for future provision. 

If you know anyone who may be suitable and interested in joining our team to run after-school care, or if you are aware of other 

providers operating in local schools, please contact the school office. 

Smartphone Free Childhood 

Episode 4 – April 26 

Proudly Supporting the Smartphone Free Childhood Movement 

We are proud to support the Smartphone Free Childhood initiative— a parent-led movement focused on giving children more 

time to grow, play and thrive before the pressures of smartphones and social media begin. This isn’t about judgement, but 

about helping families make informed and confident choices. 

Why now? 

Concerns about the impact of early smartphone and social media use have grown nationwide. In January 2026, families sent a 

record-breaking 250,000 letters to MPs, bringing the issue to the forefront and leading to a new Government consultation on 

proposed protections for children online. All families are welcome to share their views. 

Growing up in the online world: a national consultation - GOV.UK 

Click here for a 1 minute video explaining the Government Consultation.  

Parent Guides & Practical Advice 

Every family’s needs are different. Many parents tell us they’re unsure about when a child should have a smartphone or how to 

safely use it if they already have one. Our aim is simply to share helpful information so choices feel less pressured and more 

supported. 

Here are some resources you may find useful: 

• How can I reduce my child’s screen time without battles? 

• How should I talk to my child about smartphones? 

• Are smartphones really that bad for kids? 

• Can’t I just give my child an old locked-down smartphone? 

• Is my child smartphone-ready?  

You can find more resources and practical guidance here: 
 https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resources-for-parents  

Looking ahead 

We’ll continue sharing updates and resources as this conversation evolves. We would love to hear from parents who would like 

to become parent champions for this initiative. If you’d like more information or want to get involved, please get in touch.  

If you would like to join Smartphone Free Childhood SFC North Hampshire chat here is the WhatsApp link 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/EBY62eSvJcM912HusmBR2u?mode=gi_t  

mailto:admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/growing-up-in-the-online-world-a-national-consultation
https://youtu.be/yLHlUDFa1A8
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/how-can-i-reduce-my-childs-screentime
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/how-should-i-talk-to-my-child-about-smartphones
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/are-smartphones-really-that-bad-for-kids
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/cant-i-just-give-my-kid-an-old-locked-down-smartphone
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/is-my-child-smartphone-ready
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resources-for-parents
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EBY62eSvJcM912HusmBR2u?mode=gi_t
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Reporting Absence 

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated 

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk 

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child 

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures.  

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is our number one priority.  Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy, and secure at all times. 

If you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

11 May 2026 KS2 SATs week 

19 June 2026   Sports Day 

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre – school show 

14 July 2026 Whole school summer disco 

23 October 2026 Extra-ordinary INSET Day- School closed to children 
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Community Notices              

 

         

 

        
 

                
 

   


