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Dear parents/carers 

This week has been a shining example of our school value of determination, demonstrated by children across every year group. 

Whether taking on new challenges, supporting their peers, or pushing themselves to try something unfamiliar, our pupils have 

shown real grit and perseverance. 

Our iRock taster sessions gave children the chance to step into the world of music-making, and determination was on full 

display. It was wonderful to see so many children embracing the challenge of trying something new. 

Meanwhile, Year 6 children enjoyed an inspiring athletics session at The Clere School. Their determination was evident in every 

activity, as they pushed themselves to sprint faster, jump further, and keep going even when things felt tough. The 

encouragement they offered each other added to the positive, determined atmosphere of the day. 

Overall, it has been a week full of effort, enthusiasm, and the kind of determination that makes our school community proud. 

Warm regards 

Catherine Hudson 

Principal 

 

Attendance: 

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children. 

At Ashford Hill Primary, we are committed to:  

• Promoting good attendance and reducing absence, including persistent absence  

• Ensuring every pupil arrives at school on time and ready to learn  

• Ensuring every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled  

This week’s attendance: 

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

96.2 92.7 100 98.1 94.5 98.2 94.1 97.9 

Well done Y1 for 100% attendance this week. 

 

Reminder: The gate will now close promptly at 08:55. If your child arrives after this time, they will need to enter via the main 

entrance and sign in at the office. Thank you for supporting us in ensuring every child starts their day ready to learn.  

Reporting Absence: 

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated 

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk 

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child 

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures. Thank you 

for helping us keep our records accurate and up to date. 

mailto:attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
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iRock 

 

               

OJ, our iRock band coach, led exciting taster sessions for 36 children on Wednesday. Each child had the chance to choose an 

instrument – guitar, keyboard, drums, or vocals – and join their very own mini rock band. 

Once the bands were formed, they picked a pop or rock song and learned how to play the chorus together. With OJ’s 

guidance, the children showed fantastic focus, determination, and teamwork, and by the end of the session they were 

confidently performing the chorus as a band. 

It was a fantastic experience that sparked creativity, confidence, and a real sense of achievement for everyone involved. 

If your child is interested in joining iRock, registration is simple. Families can sign up directly through the iRock website. 

https://www.irockschool.com/ . Once enrolled, children will take part in weekly band sessions held in school during the school 

day. If you come across any problems, or you are told there is a waiting list, please contact the Office so I can contact iRock 

directly.  

Y6 Athletics at The Clere 

 

 

On Wednesday, 11 members of Year 6 represented our school at The Clere secondary school, taking part in the Basingstoke 

School Games Indoor Athletics competition. They ran, threw, jumped, and cheered for each other as their team mates put in 

some amazing performances. We won all four of our relay races, finished first and second in almost all the individual races and 

put in some fierce efforts in the field events too. We came third, narrowly missing out on the top two places who qualified for the 

finals, but they did a fantastic job – well done! 

ParentPay & School Lunches: 

Our new ParentPay system is now up and running for ordering and paying for lunches, and paying for school educational visits.  

Please ensure your account is activated to enable you to order your child’s lunch and to pay for any educational visits.  

From Monday 26 January all school dinners will need to be pre-booked via ParentPay - this applies to all children across the 

school from Year R – Year 6.  Just a reminder: you will not be able to book a meal on the same day as it is being served.  

 

https://www.irockschool.com/
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Safeguarding: 

Safeguarding is our number one priority.  Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy and secure at all times.  If 

you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 

24 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

25 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

19 June 2026   Sports Day 

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre – school show 

23 October 2026 INSET Day – school closed to children 

 

Community Notices: 
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