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Dear Families 

As my first full term as Principal draws to a close, I am delighted to share just how enjoyable, rewarding, and inspiring these 

months have been. Each day has highlighted the strength of our school’s vision to Be the Best We Can Be, and demonstrated 

how the values of Integrity, Determination, and Community are embodied by our pupils, staff, and families.  

This term has been packed with opportunities for our pupils to learn and shine. Their determination was evident in everything 

from our Maths Challenges spanning multiple year groups, to their focused approach in assessments, including Year 1’s first 

assessment cycle and mock SATs for Years 2 and 6. During British Science Week, children embraced curiosity through 

investigations, exploring questions like Why do boats float?, Can we grow food on the moon?, and What does great teamwork 

look like .  

We also enjoyed a rich variety of sporting activities, including touch rugby festivals for several year groups, a Year 5 Sports 

Experience Day at Cheam School, KS2 hockey taster sessions, a gymnastics festival, and notable individual successes in 

gymnastics and showjumping.  

Our school community has appreciated memorable experiences outside the classroom as well. Year R had a wonderful day at 

Rushall Farm, while Years 5 and 6 were inspired by hands-on exploration of evolution and natural selection at the Oxford 

University Museum of Natural History. World Book Day filled the school with excitement, featuring book badges, story sharing, 

scavenger hunts, and National Theatre performances. At our Clubs Fayre, pupils eagerly engaged with local providers and 

discovered new hobbies, approaching every opportunity with confidence and curiosity.  

Many families have commented on how informative and helpful they found the parent meetings this term. If you were unable 

to attend, please do contact your child’s teacher to arrange a suitable time.  

Our brilliant PTA has played a vital role in strengthening our sense of community this term through their thoughtful and joyful 

events. The Valentine’s Bake Sale brought families together with creativity and generosity, creating a truly sweet atmosphere 

throughout the school. This was followed by beautifully prepared Mothers’ Day Gift Bags, offering children the chance to 

express gratitude and kindness to the special people in their lives. Lastly, the much-loved Easter Egg Hunt saw pupils racing to 

find coloured pegs in the school grounds and exchanging them for delicious chocolate treats. We are immensely grateful to the 

PTA for their energy, care, and commitment in organising events that spread joy across our community.  

It has been wonderful to welcome so many families into school today. Our iRock concert was exceptionally well attended this 

morning - didn’t the children shine? This afternoon’s Curriculum Showcase gave families a special opportunity to explore and 

celebrate pupils’ learning and achievements together. The children were visibly proud to share their fantastic work, and it was a 

joy to see their confidence and excitement.  

I wish you all a wonderful Easter holiday.  

Warm regards 

Catherine Hudson 

Principal 
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Attendance 

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children. 

This week’s attendance: 

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

96 98.2 100 99 99 89.6 96.5 92.1 

Well done Y1 for 100% attendance this week. 

 

Healthy Body, Healthy Mind Assembly 

Three members of our pupil leadership team led an assembly this week to let children know 

another way to keep their bodies and minds healthy. They discussed how lots of the foods 

we eat are processed, that we use these ingredients in all our cooking, processing is 

necessary and still produces ingredients which are healthy to use. However, so many foods 

these days are ultra processed using chemicals and manufacturing processes that are 

harmful to our health.  

It is an important conversation to open up with our children - the food climate they are 

living in is one where foods are produced with a focus not on health and nutrition, but instead with a focus on financial profits 

and addictive properties.  

If you want to find out more there is a link below which is extremely informative and which can help with ideas on simple ways 

that we can make positive changes from Ultra Processed Foods to delicious healthy alternatives, benefitting our children’s (and 

our) long term health. 

The easy UPF swaps Dr Chris Van Tulleken swears by - BBC Food 

Gymnastics Festival 

A team of 8 young gymnasts had the opportunity to enjoy the equipment at Basingstoke 

Gymnastic Club in the Active Life Centre. They had a huge amount of fun jumping, swinging, 

running and cartwheeling their way around the centre and showed some great skills along 

the way.  

 

 

Pupil Success 

Over the weekend Evelyn and her family went out and did their part for the community by carrying 

out a few hours of litter picking. 

Evelyn was great at spotting all the little pieces and picking them up and they managed to collect 3 

full bags of litter. 

Evelyn and Molly went out by themselves for an hour on Saturday picking up litter too!  

Well done girls, what a great example of civic responsibility.  

If your child has had a success outside of school, we would love to celebrate it. Please send a photo 

and a short description to admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk and we will share it here. 

Use of outdoor space - polite request 

Just a reminder, that we kindly request all families vacate the site by 15:30 each day, unless children are attending a club. This is 

to help ensure the safety and safeguarding of all pupils and staff on our premises. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/c3wlqy9yzygo
mailto:admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
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Bags2School Collection after Easter 

Our Bags2School clothes and textile recycling bins are being collected after the Easter holidays, so please consider donating 

any unwanted clothes/textiles. Donations must be in bags (no loose items) and placed into the large blue collection bins which 

are located to the left of the school office. Please do not overfill the bins. The PTA receives up to £70 each time the bins are 

collected. 

Brigade- Uniform ordering 

We are pleased to announce our upcoming Spring promotion, please find details below. 

💐 SPRING PROMOTION – 10% Discount 

Date: Friday 27th March – Monday 30th March 

Code: Enter BLOOM10 at the checkout 

Visit: www.brigade.uk.com 

Please see the Uniform page on our school website for details about summer ordering deadlines for uniform supplied by 

Brigade. www.ashfordhillprimary.co.uk/uniform  

Bikeability 

There are still a few spaces remaining at these locations for Level 2 training which is suitable for Y6 pupils, they’d just need to 

book 1 session. 

Church Crookham Fleet  
 

Monday 30th March 2026 

Level 2 OPEN 12:45-15:45 

  BOOK: https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/aunt-fund-rot 

 

Church Crookham Fleet 
 

 
Tuesday 31st March 2026 

Level 2 OPEN 12:45-15:45 

  BOOK: https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/holy-zip-meg  

   

  Church Crookham - Fleet 
 

 
  Thursday 9th April 2026 

  Level 2 OPEN 12:45-15:45 

  BOOK: https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/guide-key-eve  

 

Weeke - Winchester 
 

 

Wednesday 1 April 2026 

Level 2 OPEN 9:00-12:00 

  BOOK: https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/fish-poll-under 

 

We are also offering some other courses suitable for children in Year 3 upwards and some Learn to Rides too - Hampshire 

Outdoors - Bikeability – Hampshire County Council Shop 

 

 

Annie Jr – request for help 

As we begin preparations for our upcoming production of Annie Jr, we would be grateful for any additional help from our 

school community. If you’re able to support in any way, please let us know. Your involvement will make a huge difference. 

SEND Local Offer 

http://www.brigade.uk.com/
http://www.ashfordhillprimary.co.uk/uniform
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r06/___https:/consent.bikeability.org.uk/aunt-fund-rot___.ZXV3MjpoY2Nwcm9kOmM6bzpjOGFhZmE0YmM5NzEwNTM1ODQxZTQ4NDI3MmU2NjAwNjo3OmZmM2Y6YjdkYjI2OTUzMGRlNTJlYjM2MTMzOWQ3ZDNjNDZmM2Y3M2RhMDVkYjBkMjcxNzc2MDNmZmVlOTQ0ZDEwNTMwZjpoOlQ6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r06/___https:/consent.bikeability.org.uk/holy-zip-meg___.ZXV3MjpoY2Nwcm9kOmM6bzpjOGFhZmE0YmM5NzEwNTM1ODQxZTQ4NDI3MmU2NjAwNjo3OjFmZTQ6MmE0OTAyZWU1MDI4ZTY4NjkzYTM5OTZiOTRjZjMxOGM3MjYzMTEyZmFiOTNjNGZkNGU3ODlhZDJiOGVmYTk1OTpoOlQ6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r06/___https:/consent.bikeability.org.uk/guide-key-eve___.ZXV3MjpoY2Nwcm9kOmM6bzpjOGFhZmE0YmM5NzEwNTM1ODQxZTQ4NDI3MmU2NjAwNjo3OjdhYzU6NjUyOGE3NTlmODgzNTIyOWZkYTYzY2VmODE2YTVhZDgyZDNjMGJiNzU1ODM3ZGEyYmY0ZTVhZWNiMWRlZDZhNDpoOlQ6Rg
https://consent.bikeability.org.uk/fish-poll-under
https://shop.hants.gov.uk/collections/hampshire-outdoors-bikeability
https://shop.hants.gov.uk/collections/hampshire-outdoors-bikeability
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Children’s Services Parenting Courses 

Sometimes families may benefit from parenting support or a group course when they would like support to strengthen 

relationships, build confidence, or develop new strategies to respond to everyday challenges. This can include situations where: 

• Parents/carers are seeking guidance on boundaries, routines, emotional regulation or behaviour. 

• Family dynamics are becoming strained, for example, due to conflict, stress or changes in circumstance. 

• A parent/carer wants to better understand their child’s needs, including any additional or emerging needs. 

• There are concerns about a child’s school attendance, engagement, behaviour, or emotional wellbeing. 

• Parents feel isolated or unsure what might help, and would welcome a structured, supportive environment. 

• A family is already receiving Early Help, and a parenting programme can form part of their support plan. 

• Parents want to build their skills, confidence, and resilience in a positive, non-judgemental setting. 

Parenting courses are designed to be supportive, practical, and empowering, helping families build on their strengths and feel 

more confident in their parenting. 

Hampshire Children’s Services offer a range of structured, evidence-based parenting programmes. Any professional or family 

can request a place on a course or intervention. To make a referral, please see the Early Help Intervention Pathway Guidance, 

which includes a list of district referral forms. Details of each course can be found at Children’s Services Parenting Courses. 

1. Stepping Out Stronger (SOS) – up to three sessions addressing a specific parenting challenge. 

2. Family Links Nurture Programme (FLNP) – 10 week course for parents of children aged 2–11. 

3. Tots Talking – eight week programme supporting language development for two year olds. 

4. Talking Teens – four week course supporting parents of teenagers aged 12-19. 

5. Non-Violent Resistance (NVR) – eight week programme for parents managing controlling or violent behaviour. 

6. Positive and Adverse Childhood Experiences (PAACE) – eight week course (Child PAACE) and 10 week course (Adult 

PAACE) helping parents understand the impact of PAACE on them and their children. 

 

 

Reporting Absence 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/early-help/professionals/intervention#step-2
https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/professionals/toolkits/early-help/early-help-3/early-help-parenting-courses/
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If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated 

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk 

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child 

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures.  

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is our number one priority.  Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy, and secure at all times. 

If you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

13 April 2026 Children return to school 

13 April 2026 Junior Adventures Group wraparound care begins 

11 May 2026 KS2 SATs week 

19 June 2026   Sports Day 

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre – school show 

14 July 2026 Whole school summer disco 

23 October 2026 Extra-ordinary INSET Day- School closed to children 

 

   

mailto:attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
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Community Notices              
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BREAKING BARRIERS THEATRE CLASSES 

         Ashford Hill Primary School 
 

 

 
Please see our schedule below 

Start back on 

Monday 13th 

April! 

15:25-16:30 Reception 

To year 6 

Performers 

club 

Drama, 

singing and 

dance 

With Shannon 

And Natalie 

Spaces 

available 

Please note 60-minute class is £6 per session. You are committed to a full school term, although we invoice half termly. 

Show day is Sunday 28th June 2026! – A separate email with details will be going out soon! 

 

Easter Holiday workshop –  

10% discount code for early booking SGQ127 

Please Use this link to book  

https://breaking-barriers-theatre-company.classforkids.io 

 

Easter Show in a 

week! 

K-Pop Demon 

Hunters 

 

Tadley 

Monday 30th 

March till Thursday 

2nd April 

09:00-16:00 

 

Performance on 

the Thursday at 

3pm 

Ages 5-14 

Put into groups 
£35 per day 

Space available 

Childcare 

vouchers 

accepted 

 

Easter Day Camp 

THATCHAM 

Acrobatics 

Drama Games 

Sing songs 

Arts and Crafts 

Street Dance 

Wednesday 8th 

April 

9am till 4pm 

 

Kennet School in 

Thatcham 

 

K-POP demon 

Hunters 

Ages 5-14 

Put into groups 
£35 for the day 

Space available 

Childcare 

vouchers 

accepted 

 
We also run classes every Monday at Tadley community centre, acrobatics, drama, singing and street dance! 

If you would like to check out our Facebook, Instagram or website please see below 

Facebook – Breaking Barriers Theatre Company 

Instagram – Breaking Barriers Theatre Classes 

 

Kindest Regards 

Natalie Collins 

nataliebreakingbarriers@outlook.com 

07883107404 

 

 

https://breaking-barriers-theatre-company.classforkids.io/
mailto:nataliebreakingbarriers@outlook.com

