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Dear Families 

The second week of this half-term has been filled with sunshine, energy and a wonderful mix of learning and enrichment across 

the school. Year 2 have shown real focus determination during their Mock SATs, while Reception enjoyed a bright and busy day 

at Rushall Farm. Year 3 and 4 represented us brilliantly at the Touch Rugby festival, embracing the challenge with teamwork and 

enthusiasm. 

World Book Day gave us a chance to celebrate stories and reading together, with classes enjoying shared books and activities 

throughout the day.  

For Year 6, this week has brought two important milestones: news of their Year 7 secondary school places and for those children 

going to The Hurst School, their first transition meeting. It’s an exciting moment for them, and we’ll continue to support each 

child as they prepare for the move to secondary. 

Behind the scenes, our PTA have also been hard at work, carrying out a full stock-take in the teaching kitchen as we look ahead 

to enhancing our food technology provision for all year groups. It was a lovely reminder of the strength of our school community 

and the way families, staff and volunteers come together to support opportunities for our children. 

Next week, we are looking forward to celebrating British Science Week, with plenty of opportunities planned to spark curiosity 

and notice the world around us. 

Best wishes 

Catherine Hudson 

Principal 

Attendance 

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children. 

This week’s attendance: 

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

96 87.3 100 99.5 94 97.4 99.41 97.4 

Well done to Y1 100% attendance 

 

YR visit to Rushall Farm 

Year R had a wonderful time on their visit to the farm this week. The children loved meeting the 

animals, learning about how they are cared for, and discovering where some of our food comes 

from. Highlights included feeding the chickens, riding on the tractors, and enjoying a picnic 

together. We were so proud of how curious, kind, and brave the children were throughout the day. 

Most of all, the trip showcased our strong sense of community, with the children supporting one 

another and working together throughout the day. A huge thank you to the staff and volunteers 

who made the trip such a success. 
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World Book Day 

World Book Day was a wonderful celebration of stories, curiosity and the joy of reading across the 

school. Children took part in a lively book scavenger hunt, searching through a wide range of 

books to find answers to different questions and discovering new titles along the way.  

They also spent time guessing the books represented by the fantastic 

badges designed and made by pupils and staff, an activity that 

sparked lots of discussion and excitement.  

In the afternoon, we dropped everything and listened as teachers from across the school visited 

each class to read aloud from one of their favourite books. Classrooms were filled with shared 

stories, new voices and plenty of imagination.  

  

Many classes also immersed themselves in National Theatre productions, including Treasure Island, bringing drama and 

storytelling to life in a different way. 

It was a day that truly celebrated our love of reading and the power of stories to connect us as a community. 

 

Y4 Touch Rugby Festival 

Our Year 4 rugby team took part in a touch rugby festival at Newbury Rugby Club this Thursday. They 

worked hard to implement the coaching they had received in two short training sessions and so were able 

to work incredibly well as a team – leading each other and ensuring everyone was in the right place. They 

worked extremely hard through 4 games and managed to succeed in all 4 of them – winning three and 

drawing the 4th with a late try coming in from their opponents in the moments of a final play after the time 

had run out. Excellent effort by all, well done. 

 

Hockey Taster Sessions 

KS2 had an exciting taster session with Liam from Newbury and Thatcham Hockey club on 

Tuesday 24 February, learning new skills and discovering how enjoyable hockey can be. 

Following on from this, the club have offered 50% off 

membership for next season. There are 4 sessions left this 

season and children are invited to 2 free trial sessions. So, if 

you’d like to get a taste for it then contact the club to 

arrange your free trial and membership for next season. The information can be found in the 

Community Notices section.  
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After the Easter holidays Liam will also be running a hockey club on Thursdays after school. All equipment will be provided, and 

the children will be able to develop their skills and enjoy a new sport. Separate communication will be sent with sign-up 

information.  

Head’s Award Certificate Design Competition 

Celebrating ‘Determination’, ‘Integrity’, ‘Community’ and ‘Being the Best We Can Be’.  

I’m excited to launch our new Head’s Award and am calling on all our creative children to help shape the 

look of the certificate by taking part in the Certificate Design Competition.  I am looking for a certificate 

design that reflects the very best of our school vision and values with a place for our Head Teacher’s Award 

sticker.   

The winning design/s will become the official certificate used for every Head’s Award throughout the year. This special award 

will launch in the Summer term. Please look out for more information in the newsletter.  

Children should bring their entries to me by Friday 13 March.  

Coffee Morning with Educational Psychologist 

Screen time, play and children’s development 

Join us for a Coffee Morning with Alana Gallacher, Educational Psychologist, at 09:00 on Wednesday 11 March. Please feel free 

to arrive from 08:45 onwards. 

Red Nose Day 

Red Nose Day Friday 20 March – Wear Red to School! 

We are excited to be taking part in Red Nose Day 2026 in support of Comic Relief. 

On Red Nose Day, children are invited to come to school wearing something red – 

this could be a red top, red socks, a red accessory, or even a red nose! 

There is no set donation amount, but if you would like to contribute, donations can 

be made online via our JustGiving page – Ashford Hill Primary School’s Page 

All money raised will go towards supporting Comic Relief’s work helping people 

facing hardship both in the UK and around the world. 

We hope the children enjoy taking part in this fun day while helping to make a difference. 

Pupil Success 

We are celebrating the successes of two children this week.  

Florrie was given the medal of the week at gymnastics. Such a big step for Florrie as she has never had 

the confidence to join any club despite us trying many different things over the years.  

Since being at Ashford Hill we have seen a difference in her confidence and she had the courage to join 

the gymnastics club.  

Well done, Florrie. Her family and the school are very proud of her. 

 

Bella came first in her cross pole showjumping competition on her shared pony 

called Sammy , a beautiful new forest pony. Two clear rounds, one in a timed jump off.  

The showjumping is part of KH events at Cullinghood. She is very proud of this achievement as are we. 

Well done, Bella.  

If your child has had a success outside of school, we would love to celebrate it. Please send a photo 

and a short description to admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk and we will share it here. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnd26-ashford-hill-primary-school?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020
mailto:admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
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Walk to School Week Poster Competition 

The Road Safety Team have launched the annual Walk to School Week poster competition. For this, they are asking for 

pupils to design a bright, eye-catching and informative poster on crossing the road safely. 

The winning entry for this poster competition will be shared across all schools who register for Walk to School Week and will be 

used for any pedestrian safety campaigns.  

Closing date for the competition is Friday 20 March. Entries need to be sent to road.safety@hants.gov.uk by this date 

please. Please do not bring the entries to school as we  

 

Reporting Absence 

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated 

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk 

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child 

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures.  

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is our number one priority.  Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy, and secure at all times. 

If you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

23 March 2026 No teacher-led clubs this week 

24 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

25 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

27 March 2026 iRock Concert 09:15 (only for iRocker families) 

27 March 2026 Curriculum Showcase – 14:45 

27 March 2026 PTA Easter Egg Hunt – 15:15 

19 June 2026   Sports Day 

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre – school show 

mailto:road.safety@hants.gov.uk
mailto:attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
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14 July 2026 Whole school summer disco 

22 October 2026 Extra-ordinary INSET Day- School closed to children 

23 October 2026 INSET Day – school closed to children 
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Community Notices              
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