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Dear Families 

Welcome back to a new half term shaped by our values of determination, integrity and community. I hope you all enjoyed a 

restful and enjoyable half term holiday. Now that we are already a week in, it has been wonderful to see children continuing 

their learning journeys with fresh energy and a real sense of purpose. A special well done to Year 1, who have completed their 

first set of assessments with great determination and confidence.  

To build on this positive start, we also have a wonderful range of enrichment activities ahead that will inspire curiosity, strengthen 

our community and give children new experiences to enjoy. 

• World Book Day and Science Week will spark curiosity and celebrate a love of learning. 

• Touch rugby and the gymnastics festival will give children the chance to show determination, teamwork and resilience. 

• Visits to the Oxford University Museum of Natural History and Rushall Farm will deepen children’s understanding of the 

world around them. 

• A visit from our PCSO will support children to act with integrity as they learn about staying safe in the community and 

online. 

• Our educational psychologist coffee morning will give families the chance to explore screen time, play and wellbeing 

together. 

• Parents’ evenings will offer valuable time to reflect on progress and plan next steps together. 

• Our curriculum showcase will be a lovely opportunity for you to come in and see your child’s work and celebrate their 

learning together. 

Thank you for completing the recent survey on parental engagement and communication. Your feedback plays an important 

role in strengthening our partnership with families and ensuring everyone feels informed, involved and valued. 

Best wishes 

Catherine Hudson 

Principal 

Attendance 

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children. 

This week’s attendance: 

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

96.9 93.6 97.8 100 93.5 100 95.3 97.9 

Well done to Y2 and Y4 for 100% attendance 

Please remember our challenge: can we work together as a community to reach our ambitious target of 0% persistent absence 

in the coming term?  
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The Good Mental Health Handbook 

The Good Mental Health Handbook has been developed by Hampshire CAMHS and parents/carers. 

Within its pages it contains information, short videos, and workshops to support our children’s mental 

health challenges including anxiety, bereavement, depression, self-harm, eating disorders, obsessive 

compulsive disorder, sexuality, substance misuse and trauma. This handbook also contains information 

about parental wellbeing. 

 

World Book Day 

We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day next week. Your child will have come home with 

their circle of card. This will be used to create their ‘favourite book badge’ for our whole-school activity. 

Please help your child decorate their circle with clues about their favourite book or character using 

simple illustrations, collage, or designs that represents them. 

They can use pens, pencils, paint, or any craft materials you have at home. Finished badges should be 

returned to school by Tuesday, so we can prepare them in time for Thursday’s celebrations. 

Thank you for your support in helping us make World Book Day a joyful celebration of reading for all our 

children. Children are also invited to bring in their favourite book to share with their classmates. This keeps the focus firmly on 

reading, creativity and sharing stories.   

British Science Week 

During the week beginning Monday 9 March 2026, we will be celebrating British Science Week. This year’s 

theme, “Curiosity… what’s your question?”, invites children to become true young scientists by noticing 

the world around them and asking the questions that spark investigation.  

To bring this to life, each class will choose a scientific question to explore. Over the week, children will: 

• Plan and carry out an investigation linked to their class question. 

• Make predictions, test ideas, and record what they observe. 

• Work collaboratively to solve problems and think like scientists. 

• Share their findings with the rest of the school at the end of the week. 

This approach helps children see that science begins with a question and that their own curiosity is a powerful starting point for 

learning. 

Coffee Morning with Educational Psychologist 

Screen time, play and children’s development 

Join us for a Coffee morning with Alana Gallacher, Educational Psychologist, at 09:00 on Wednesday 11 March. Please feel free 

to arrive from 08:45 onwards. 

We’ll cover: 

• How play supports children’s learning, development and wellbeing 

• How screen time can impact children’s play, development and wellbeing 

• How adults can support positive, balanced and healthy screen use at home 

• Space to ask questions and share experiences 

  

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-good-mental-health-handbook.pdf
https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-good-mental-health-handbook.pdf
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Red Nose Day 

Red Nose Day Friday 20 March – Wear Red to School! 

We are excited to be taking part in Red Nose Day 2026 in support of Comic Relief. 

On Red Nose Day, children are invited to come to school wearing something red – 

this could be a red top, red socks, a red accessory, or even a red nose! 

There is no set donation amount, but if you would like to contribute, donations can 

be made online via our JustGiving page – Ashford Hill Primary School’s Page 

All money raised will go towards supporting Comic Relief’s work helping people 

facing hardship both in the UK and around the world. 

We hope the children enjoy taking part in this fun day while helping to make a difference. 

Pupil Success 

If your child has had a success outside of school, we would love to celebrate it. Please send a photo and a short description to 

admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk and we will share it here. 

Reporting Absence 

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated 

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk 

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child 

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures.  

Safeguarding 

 

Safeguarding is our number one priority.  Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy, and secure at all times. 

This may include taking the decision to prohibit certain games at playtime which we deem dangerous.  

If you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnd26-ashford-hill-primary-school?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020
mailto:admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
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Dates for your diary 

 

11 March 2026 Parent Coffee Morning- Alana Gallagher, Educational Psychologist – 08:45 

23 March 2026 No teacher-led clubs this week 

24 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

25 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

27 March 2026 iRock Concert 09:15 (only for iRocker families) 

27 March 2026 Curriculum Showcase – 14:45 

27 March 2026 PTA Easter Egg Hunt – 15:15 

19 June 2026   Sports Day 

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre – school show 

14 July 2026 Whole school summer disco 

22 October 2026 Extra-ordinary INSET Day- School closed to children 

23 October 2026 INSET Day – school closed to children 
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Community Notices 

         

              

 

    
 

   
 

  


