Ashford Hill Newsletter

Primary School 13 February 2026

Dear Families

As we reach the end of my very first half term as Principal, | want to take a moment to celebrate what has been a wonderful

start. From day one, our school community has shown what determination, community, and integrity truly look like in action.
This half term began on an incredible high with the release of our fantastic Ofsted report, a testament to the hard work of our

staff, pupils, and families. Your support has played a huge part in this achievement, and | want o extend my heartfelt thanks to

all our parents and carers for being such strong partners in our journey.

Our children have embraced arich variety of opportunities over the past few weeks:

e taking part in Maths Challenges and showcasing their problem-solving skills,

e representing the school briliantly at various sports events,

e tackling their in-school assessments with focus and resilience,

e engaging thoughtfully in Safer Internet Day,

e competing against schools nationally in the TTRS NSPCC Rocks event,

e and supporting one another through Children’'s Mental Health Week.
A special highlight today was the PTA Valentine's Bake Sale, which brought our community together in the sweetest way
possible. The generosity, creativity, and teamwork on display were fruly heart-warming, and we are incredibly grateful to the
PTA for organising and running the sale, and everyone who baked, bought, or supported the event.

Thank you once again for your ongoing encouragement and for helping make this first half term such a positive and successful

one. | am incredibly proud of what we've achieved together and excited for all that lies ahead.
| hope you have a relaxing half-term break and look forward to seeing you all on Monday 23 February.

Best wishes

Catherine Hudson

Principal

Attendance

Our school aftendance target is 97% and above for all children.

At Ashford Hill Primary, we are committed to:

. Promoting good attendance and reducing absence, including persistent absence
. Ensuring every pupil arrives at school on time and ready fo learn
. Ensuring every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled

This week’s altendance:

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Yé
97.9 88.6 92.2 98 98.3 97.6 97.9

Above target for the whole school this week and well done Y2 for 100% aftendance
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Our current persistent absence rate has increased slightly to 3.8%. Persistent absence is when a pupil misses 10% or more of their
possible school sessions, including both authorised and unauthorised absences. This means their attendance is at or below 90%.
Please remember our challenge: can we work fogether as a community fo reach our ambitious target of 0% in the coming

term?

Punctuality

Just a reminder that doors open for children at 08:45. Early morning activities will be ready for them so they can begin learning

as soon as they enter the classroom.

Thank you to everyone who engaged in the challenge of arriving by 08:45. 100% of children arrived before the registers closed,

this is excellent progress. Well done and thank you. Let's keep it up.

Reporting Absence

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures.

Children’s Mental Health Week 2026

This week opened with an assembly about belonging and the children shared what belonging meant to them. Belonging is the

feeling of being a valued part of the groups and places that are important to us. It means feeling cared for and comfortable to

be ourselves.

Children took part in various activities linked to belonging, including exploring their sense of belonging by creating a personal

map, which included places, groups, or activities or something not physical, where they feel they belong.
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(Past) Pupil Success

This week we're celebrating the success of one of our alumni.

Wiliom Quant has been cast in the lead role of Galileo in We Will Rock You, and he's
incredibly excited for the upcoming performances.

With our own production of Annie just around the corner, we thought you might enjoy
seeing how the skills and confidence developed through our school shows can help
pupils shine long after they leave Ashford Hill.

If you'd like to go and support William, you can purchase tickets using the link below.

Newbury YoungStars present: We Will Rock You Young@Part® — Arlington Arts Centre

If your child has had a success outside of school, we would love to celebrate it. Please

send a photo and a short description to admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk and we will share

it here.

Yé SATs Meeting and SATs Club

Thank you to all the families who aftended the SATs club meeting. | hope you found it informative. | will be sending out the slides

after the half term.

Some of you may have received invites for your children to attend SATs club after the holidays. These will run from 15:25 - 16:15

and collection will be from the Hall.

World Book Day

This year, we will be celebrating World Book Day a little differently.
After reflecting on previous years, we have decided that we will not be dressing up for World Book Day. Over time, costumes

have begun to overshadow the true purpose of the day, which is celebratfing books, stories, and the joy of reading.

We also understand that buying costumes can create financial pressure, especially when children often only wear them once.
In addition, we are mindful of the importance of sustainability. Shop-bought costumes, particularly those made from synthetic

materials, are often used briefly and then discarded, contributing to unnecessary waste.

By moving away from costume-based celebrations, we hope to reduce this impact while ensuring all children can take part
equally and comfortably.

What we'll be doing instead:

Each child will be given a large blank circle of card on which they can draw clues about their favourite book or character.
These will then be made into badges for the children to wear, and will form part of a fun, whole-school activity where pupils fry

to guess each other’s chosen books. Children are also invited to bring in their favourite book fo share with their classmates. This

keeps the focus firmly on reading, creativity and sharing stories.

Teachers will also be planning a variety of engaging book-themed activities throughout the day to ensure the celebration

remains exciting and meaningful, including watching performances from the National Theatre.

Thank you for your support in helping us make World Book Day inclusive, enjoyable, and environmentally friendly for all our

pupils.

Wraparound Care Update
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Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond our control, the launch of our new wraparound care provision has been slightly
delayed. We are now aiming to begin offering this provision after the Easter holidays. We will keep you updated and share

further details as soon as they are confirmed. Thank you for your patience and understanding.

In the meantime, GOL Elite will continue to run breakfast club and teacher-led clubs will run on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Breaking Barriers and GOL Football will also continue to run as usual.

PTA meeting

We have arranged a PTA zoom meeting on Thursday 26 February at 19:30 - this is open to all.

This won't be a long a meeting but it would be great to inform you all on some exciting plans for the year ahead. We
appreciate everyone is very busy but we welcome any help and would love to see some of you join in and get involved,
whether it be on the PTA, as a happy helper or just for a one-off event.

Meeting details:

Topic: Ashford Hill PTA

Time: Feb 26, 2026 07:30 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting

https://usO5web.zoom.us/j/86299 6098402 pwd=glL UkckDAzapvCESMMSXpgKfCjPh9.1

Meeting ID: 862 9960 9840

Passcode: 2gWbXE

Safeguarding
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Safeguarding is our number one priority. Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy, and secure at all fimes.
This may include taking the decision to prohibit certain games at playtime which we deem dangerous.

If you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads.
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Miss. C. Hudson Mrs. L. Burridge Mr. B. Dixon

Principal Executive Headteacher Teacher
Designated Safeguarding Deputy Designated Deputy Designated
Lead Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

Dates for your diary

23 February 2026 First day of Spring 2 half ferm

11 March 2026 Parent Coffee Morning- Alana Gallagher, Educational Psychologist 08:45
24 March 2026 Parents’ Evening

25 March 2026 Parents’ Evening

27 March 2026 PTA Easter Egg Hunt

19 June 2026 Sports Day

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre — school show

14 July 2026 Whole school summer disco

22 October 2026 Extra-ordinary INSET Day- school closed to children

23 October 2026 INSET Day - school closed to children
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Community Notices
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FREE TENNIS
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BACK ON COURT THIS JANUARY 2026

TENNIS TASTERS

Experience fun activities,
rmaka new friends, and
create lasting memaorias.
All abilities welcome.

o NUFFIELD HEALTH
® 10:30 AM - 16:30 PM
18th February - Years 7,8 & %
19th February - Years 4,5 & &6
% £30.00 per day

NCLUSIVE | EDUCATIONAL

SCHOOL HOLIDAY FUN DAYS

Kennet Leisure Centre
Stoney Lane, Thatcham RG1D 4L

9.00am - 4.00pm
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OPEN TO CHILDREN AGED 5 (SCHOOL YEAR 1) - 2
FROM £29.50 PER DAY!
Discounts for siblings - please see booking page for details

We accept Childcare Vouchers, Tax-Free Childcare & we are OFSTED regulend'
Please bring: Lunch, Snacks, Waterproof Clothing & 3 Sefilable rink

Book online: www. m»puymg
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Sunday 14" June 2026
1BM Hursely, Winchester,
5021 2JA
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10K

Refreshments provided at regular
stops along the routes.
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to Sign up}

PrSITr ) S —— - e

Sport
Ianmd

Fagistared Charty 191373

Youth Activities for
Mental Wellbeing

Sportin Mind pr spor chitdren
et
SpPort Iow mood and olnar mental heslth challéngss
Day  Time  Activity  Age  Venue
Tues 430 SpotECames 10d4yeas  Thelink Mewchurch Rosd
TADLEY 28 4t

530pm
Weds &3pm  Sport BGames  10-Ayean  Sports Mall Eversst Community Acaderny.
Gitford Wy BASINGSTOKE RG24 SUF

Thars 430~ Sport8.Cames 1074 years  Sport Hall Anover Lalmre Contre
S36pm Street AMDOVER 5710109

“Mew joiners must first sign up*

Scan

@ f W oo B 0 @ wempornniors R, c3001031400

it bl Warking in parinershe with
Sport

Hampshire and
In Mll'ld Isle of Wight Healthcare

NHS Foundatian Trust

L

i v

Determinatio

Community




