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Dear parents/carers 

As we enter the final week of the half term, it has been wonderful to see our school community continuing to learn, grow, and 

support one another. This week began with a thoughtful and inspiring assembly led by Albie, who bravely shared his experience 

of living with Type 1 diabetes. We also enjoyed celebrating teamwork and problem-solving as a group of our pupils visited 

St. Gabriel’s to take part in a Maths Challenge. They represented our school beautifully, demonstrating enthusiasm and our core 

values of determination and community throughout the event. And, today was Number Day, where the children took part in a 

variety of engaging Maths activities. The KS2 children also participated in the TTRS NSPCC Rocks challenge and although we 

weren’t in the Top 50 the children enjoyed taking part.  

Looking ahead, next week is Children’s Mental Health Week - a valuable opportunity for us all to pause and focus on wellbeing. 

We will be engaging the children in activities designed to build a sense of belonging, resilience, encourage reflection, and 

highlighting the importance of looking after their mental health. 

Warm regards 
Catherine Hudson 
Principal 

Attendance 

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children. 

At Ashford Hill Primary, we are committed to:  

• Promoting good attendance and reducing absence, including persistent absence  

• Ensuring every pupil arrives at school on time and ready to learn  

• Ensuring every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled  

This week’s attendance: 

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 
95.7 90 100 97.1 100 97.4 92.9 94.7 

Well done Y1 and Y3 for 100% attendance this week 
 

Our current persistent absence rate is just 3.1%, compared to 15.8% nationally – a fantastic achievement. Now we have a 

challenge: can we work together to reduce this even further and reach our ambitious target of 0% in the coming term?  

Punctuality 

Just a reminder that doors open for children at 08:45. Early morning activities will be ready for them so they can begin learning 

as soon as they enter the classroom. 

Thank you to everyone who is arriving at school before 08:55. Since we began closing the gate at 08:55, there have been 10 out 

of 20 days when all children arrived on time – a great achievement. I have another challenge: can we aim for 100% of children 

arriving by 08:45 next week? Let’s see if we can do it together. 
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Reporting Absence 

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated 

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk 

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child 

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures.  

Special Assembly 

On Monday, we were lucky enough to enjoy an assembly led 

by Albie, who bravely and confidently shared his experience of 

living with Type 1 diabetes. He talked about what it was like 

when he was first diagnosed and explained the daily routines 

and treatments he follows to manage his condition. Albie spoke 

with honesty and maturity, helping everyone gain a better 

understanding of what diabetes means and how it affects his 

day-to-day life. We are incredibly proud of the way he 

educated his peers. Well done, Albie.  

Pupil Success 

 

We love to celebrate childrens’ successes out of school. Nathan has been presented with his Chief 

Scout’s silver award by the mayor of Basingstoke and Deane. Well done, Nathan, what a fantastic 

achievement.   

 

If your child has had a success outside of school, we would love to celebrate it. Please send a 

photo and a short description to admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk and we will share it here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 Maths Challenge at St. Gabriel’s School 

This week, I had the pleasure of accompanying four Year 5 children to St. Gabriel’s School for a Maths Challenge. Much like the 

Year 4 team, they worked superbly together, approaching each problem systematically and with eagerness and 

determination. It was wonderful to see them work together, collaborating, shared ideas, and supporting one another 

throughout the afternoon. They represented our school superbly and truly reflected our value of community. I am very proud of 

both their hard work and their excellent attitude. 

Y6 SATs Meeting 

There will be a SATs meeting for all Year 6 parents and their children on Tuesday 12 February. To accommodate the varying 

needs of families, the session will be offered twice: once in school at 15:30 and once online at 18:00. The link to the online 

Microsoft Teams meeting will be sent out prior to the meeting. 

 

mailto:attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk
mailto:admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk


   
 

Integrity Determination Community 
 

Children’s Mental Health Week 2026 

The week beginning 9 February is Children’s Mental Health Week 2026. At 

Ashford Hill, we are committed to supporting the mental health and wellbeing 

of both our pupils and staff. We are fortunate to have a strong support 

network in place, including our Mental Health First Aider, SENDCo, six 

Children’s Mental Health Champions and additional support from outside 

agencies.  

This year’s theme is “This is My Place”. Throughout the week, we will be using 

assemblies and resources from Place2Be, a children’s mental health charity, to 

guide our learning and discussions. A strong sense of belonging—within 

ourselves, in our friendships, at school, and in our wider communities—plays a 

crucial role in our mental health and wellbeing. Feeling that we have a place, 

and truly belong in our environment, is a basic human need. It can positively 

influence many areas of life, including our physical and mental health, 

education, relationships, and future opportunities. When we feel we belong, 

we are empowered to contribute, grow, and make a meaningful difference. 

For more information and ideas, please visit Place2Be’s website: 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 

 

PTA meeting 

We have arranged a PTA zoom meeting on Thursday 26 February at 19:30 - this is open to all. 
This won’t be a long a meeting but it would be great to inform you all on some exciting plans for the year ahead. We 

appreciate everyone is very busy but we welcome any help and would love to see some of you join in and get involved, 

whether it be on the PTA, as a happy helper or just for a one-off event. 
Meeting details:  
Topic: Ashford Hill PTA 
Time: Feb 26, 2026 07:30 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86299609840?pwd=qlLUkckDAzapvCE5MmSXpqjKfCjPh9.1 
Meeting ID: 862 9960 9840 
Passcode: 2gWbXE 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding is our number one priority.  Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy and secure at all times.  If 

you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads. 

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86299609840?pwd=qlLUkckDAzapvCE5MmSXpqjKfCjPh9.1
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Valentine Bake Sale 
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Dates for your diary 

 

13 February 2026 Last day of Spring 1 half term 

23 February 2026 First day of Spring 2 half term 

24 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

25 March 2026 Parents’ Evening 

19 June 2026   Sports Day 

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre – school show 

22 October 2026 Extra-ordinary INSET Day- school closed to children 

23 October 2026 INSET Day – school closed to children 

 
Community Notices 
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