Ashford Hill Newsletter

Primary School 6 February 2026

Dear parents/carers

As we enter the final week of the half term, it has been wonderful to see our school community continuing to learn, grow, and
support one another. This week began with a thoughtful and inspiring assembly led by Albie, who bravely shared his experience
of living with Type 1 diabetes. We also enjoyed celebrating teamwork and problem-solving as a group of our pupils visited

St. Gabriel’s to take part in a Maths Challenge. They represented our school beautifully, demonstrating enthusiasm and our core
values of determination and community throughout the event. And, today was Number Day, where the children took part in a
variety of engaging Maths activities. The KS2 children also participated in the TTRS NSPCC Rocks challenge and although we
weren't in the Top 50 the children enjoyed taking part.

Looking ahead, next week is Children’s Mental Health Week - a valuable opportunity for us all to pause and focus on wellbeing.
We will be engaging the children in activities designed to build a sense of belonging, resilience, encourage reflection, and

highlighting the importance of looking after their mental health.

Warm regards
Catherine Hudson

Principal

Aftendance

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children.

At Ashford Hill Primary, we are committed to:

. Promoting good attendance and reducing absence, including persistent absence
. Ensuring every pupil arrives at school on time and ready to learn
. Ensuring every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled

This week’s attendance:

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Yé

95.7 90 97.4 92.9 94.7

Well done Y1 and Y3 for 100% attendance this week

Our current persistent absence rate is just 3.1%, compared to 15.8% nationally — a fantastic achievement. Now we have a

challenge: can we work together to reduce this even further and reach our ambitious target of 0% in the coming term?

Punctuality

Just a reminder that doors open for children at 08:45. Early morning activities will be ready for them so they can begin learning

as soon as they enter the classroom.

Thank you to everyone who is arriving at school before 08:55. Since we began closing the gate at 08:55, there have been 10 out
of 20 days when all children arrived on time - a great achievement. | have another challenge: can we aim for 100% of children

arriving by 08:45 next week? Let’s see if we can do it together.
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Reporting Absence

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated

atftendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child

is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures.

Special Assembly

On Monday, we were lucky enough to enjoy an assembly led

by Albie, who bravely and confidently shared his experience of
living with Type 1 diabetes. He talked about what it was like
when he was first diagnosed and explained the daily routines
and treatments he follows to manage his condition. Albie spoke
with honesty and maturity, helping everyone gain a better
understanding of what diabetes means and how it affects his

day-to-day life. We are incredibly proud of the way he

educated his peers. Well done, Albie.

Pupil Success

We love to celebrate childrens’ successes out of school. Nathan has been presented with his Chief

Scout’s silver award by the mayor of Basingstoke and Deane. Well done, Nathan, what a fantastic

achievement.

If your child has had a success outside of school, we would love to celebrate it. Please send a

photo and a short description to admin@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk and we will share it here.

Y5 Maths Challenge at St. Gabriel's School

This week, | had the pleasure of accompanying four Year 5 children to St. Gabriel’s School for a Maths Challenge. Much like the

Year 4 team, they worked superbly together, approaching each problem systematically and with eagerness and
determination. It was wonderful to see them work together, collaborating, shared ideas, and supporting one another
throughout the afternoon. They represented our school superbly and truly reflected our value of community. | am very proud of
both their hard work and their excellent attitude.

Y6 SATs Meeting

There will be a SATs meeting for all Year 6 parents and their children on Tuesday 12 February. To accommodate the varying

needs of families, the session will be offered twice: once in school at 15:30 and once online at 18:00. The link to the online

Microsoft Teams meeting will be sent out prior to the meeting.
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'THIS IS MY PLACE'

We know that our sense of belonging
as individuals, in our friendships, in
school and in communities plays
vital role in our mental health and
wellbeing

To know our place and really feel
part of our environment is 3 basic
human need. It can have powerful
and long-lasting impacts in lots
of areas of our lives, including our

physical and mental health, education,

employment and relationships. When
we feel that we belong, it empowers
us to contribute to the world and
make a real difference.

This year, Place2Be's Children’s
Mental Health Week will aim to
support the groups and systems
surrounding our children. We'll
encourage peers, families, schools
and community groups to create
inclusive and nurturing
environments, where children and
young people feel they belong and
can say 'THIS 1S MY PLACE'

Children’s Mental Health Week 2026

WHAT BELONGING MEANS
TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE

We spoke with primary and secondary aged

children to as vanted from the

What is Belonging?

+ Feeling that you have a place where you
s welcome and valued as either
et of people

» Aaplace you belong with your family
and friends

+ Feeling included, not left out.

out feeling safe
+ Feeling a part of something e.g. a group
or society.

The week beginning 9 February is Children’s Mental Health Week 2026. At
Ashford Hill, we are committed to supporting the mental health and wellbeing
of both our pupils and staff. We are fortunate to have a strong support
network in place, including our Mental Health First Aider, SENDCo, six
Children’s Mental Health Champions and additional support from outside

agencies.

This year's theme is “This is My Place”. Throughout the week, we will be using
assemblies and resources from Place2Be, a children’s mental health charity, to
guide our learning and discussions. A strong sense of belonging—within
ourselves, in our friendships, at school, and in our wider communities—plays a
crucial role in our mental health and wellbeing. Feeling that we have a place,
and truly belong in our environment, is a basic human need. It can positively
influence many areas of life, including our physical and mental health,
education, relationships, and future opportunities. When we feel we belong,
we are empowered to confribute, grow, and make a meaningful difference.
For more information and ideas, please visit Place2Be’s website:

hitps://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/

+ People

cepting you as you are

PTA meeting

We have arranged a PTA zoom meeting on Thursday 26 February at 19:30 - this is open to alll.

This won't be a long a meeting but it would be great to inform you all on some exciting plans for the year ahead. We
appreciate everyone is very busy but we welcome any help and would love to see some of you join in and get involved,
whether it be on the PTA, as a happy helper or just for a one-off event.

Meeting details:

Topic: Ashford Hill PTA

Time: Feb 26, 2026 07:30 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting

https://usO5web.zoom.us/|/862996098402 pwd=glLUkckDAzapvCESMmMSXpgiKfCjPh9.1

Meeting ID: 862 9960 9840

Passcode: 2gWbXE

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is our number one priority. Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy and secure at all times. If

you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads.

r

Miss. C. Hudson Mrs. L. Burridge Mr. B. Dixon
Principal Executive Headteacher Teacher
Deputy Designated Deputy Designated

Designated Safeguarding
Lead

Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead
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What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

TAI!DE\Z!CES & WELLBEING

Valentine Bake Sale

Ashford Hil
Primary School

PTA WHOLE SCHOOL

Valentine’s Day Bake Sale

VALENTINE
Our bake sale is back! BA K E SA L E

Please could we kindly ask for all Years to bake or buy some
Valentine's Day themed cakes for us to sell at our very popular
Bake Sale on the last day before half term.

Please no nuts due to allergies.

Cakes can be dropped to the school office on the morming of
Friday 13" Feb. The sale will take place after school in the Hall
and we will have a table set up with a selection of cakes for the
bus children to buy, so they won't miss out.

Cakes will be sold individually at £1 or 3 for £2.

You can pay by cash or card.

Once again thank you for your support.

Ashtor il PTA FRIDAY 13TH FEB

FROM 3.25PM
IN THE SCHOOL HALL

Integrity Determination Community



Dates for your diary

13 February 2026 Last day of Spring 1 half term
23 February 2026 First day of Spring 2 half term
24 March 2026 Parents’ Evening
25 March 2026 Parents’ Evening

19 June 2026 Sports Day

9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre — school show

22 October 2026 Extra-ordinary INSET Day- school closed to children
23 October 2026 INSET Day — school closed to children

Community Notices

Pz — B 5 Half Term
February GET SET FOR ULTIMATE Netball I\

Half Term EASTER & SUMMER HOLIDAY e
oy ..OL

Thia Febeuary ha¥ term, dive S0 handa-on fun with Zand Art,

“Make & day of t 4

Rosid Oahi Chideen'’s Caflery. discover the | Grew Up 80
Mlnﬁylﬂldw‘wy room for & week packed B
-nn-m-- nd dacovery. S

make ne iends, ar*d
create ing memories.
For ages All abi )

Pt ey

@ NUFFIELD HEALTH
e VR “a : @ 10:30 AM - 16:30 PM

8am - 6pm

j 18th February - Years 7,8 & 9
) 19th February - Years 4,5& 6
ﬁﬁ? £30.00 per day

I & netballstars.com

Piay, Discover, Learn!

this Feb Half Term in
‘Monday 16 February - Dragon Puppets
Caletrate the Year of the Horse by making & B
Children's Callery

WHAT’S ON iz £ Southampton R

take home!
100 - 2 30pm, drop in. Suitable for ages 5-10

FUN | INCLUSIVE | EDUCATIONAL FEBRUARY HALF TERM
SCHOOL HOLIDAY FUN DAYS

SWAMANG, LTI SPORTS, NS & CRAFTS, BOUNGY CASTLE, PETFORMNG ARTS, CALMG
TAG, NERF WARS, LEGO BUILDING & MUCH MOR

supertero cape and mask 1o take home!
100 - 2.30pen, drep in. Sultable for oges 510

Wednesday 18 February - Sand Art

Leam how to make beautifil sand art in & bottle to
take home!

100 - Spem, drep in. Sultabée for oges 5-11

CULTURE CLUB FOR
KIDS ACTIVITY DAYS

Leam al about the science of colour with our and Sensory
jor

Room every day
1%-22Feb
2 how raim clouds are formed and more!
€0 minute workshop. 10.300m, 1235pm & 215pm
Suitable for opes 10
22 February - Author Event - Simon Semith
Miwﬁhmo-

Kennet Leisure Centre
Stoney Lane, Thatcham RG19 4LJ
9.00am - 4.00pm

Earty drop off from Bam, late pick-up unti Spm

Creasy, who will be reading from hia exciting

by the stery, followed by a book signing.

'OPEN TO CHILDREN AGED 5 (SCHOOL YEAR 1) - 12
FROM £29.50 PER DAY!
iscountsfrsilings - please s bookingpagefr detals

‘We accept Childcare Vouchers, Tax-Free Childcare & we are OFSTED registered!
Please bring: Lunch, Snacks, Waterproof Clothing & Refillable Drinks Botle.

J0) Scan the QR code for more information,
q call 01344 508008 or email info@lets-play.org.uk
Book online: www.lets-play.org.uk
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Q Scan the

QR Code
to Register

°
FESTIVAL OF

FREE TENNIS
AT BASINGSTOKE TENNIS

BACK ON COURT THIS JANUARY 2026

Spaces currently
available
N i

s &

? $8ahopses WIMSop 00\

PROUD TO OFFER SMAL
PRIVATE CLASS 3
CHILDREN & ADULTS AT F:
WARM PRIVATE POOLS IN

NDHEAD, BORDON &

ou

Jiminy Cricket’s
Awarm and welcoming
pre-school in Ashford Hill

About Vs >

TENNIS TASTERS

Kickstart

OPEN DAY EVENT

TO ENQUIRE, PLEASE SEND US
AN EMAIL, OR COMPLETE

A BOOKING FORM ON

OUR WEBSITE Newbury

WWW.SEAHORSESSWIMMING.CO.UK

Parent 2 INHS
Information /
Portal

© © O

View and manage View your child's Search a wide

your appointments vaccination history and range of resources

with Health Visitors newbor blood spot. about children's
screening results health

O 6 2

View growth charts ‘The Ages and Stages. National Childhood
questionnaires are Measurement
measurements available for you to

Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Healthcare
HS Foundation Trust

Sunday 14" June 2026

1BM Hursely, Winchester,
5021 2JA

MARATHON
HALF-MARATHON

[—
complete electronically  Receive results of your
before your child’s 1 child’s height and
year/2 year health ‘weight measurements. Scan Here
reviews (Year R and Year6). to Sign»up}
Refreshments provided at regular
stops along the routes. ‘

Today's health, tomorrow's future
Sign up today! Email parent.portal@nhs net

AGQIHST

breast cancer

e @ i




