Ashford Hill Newsletter

Primary School 30 January 2026

Dear parents/carers

This week has been filled with moments that beautifully reflect our school value of community, both within school and beyond it.
Our visits to Cheam School and St. Gabriel's School were real highlights, giving pupils the chance to learn alongside others and
engage confidently with the wider community. We were especially proud to hear such positive feedback from staff, including
the comment: ‘Your pupils were all beautifully behaved and really were a credit to Ashford Hill Primary.” We're delighted to

share more of their achievements and experiences with you below.

Our Year 6 children have shown wonderful determination during their mock SATs this week. They approached each paper
calmly and sensibly, and it was lovely to see how they encouraged one another throughout. Their teamwork and positive

attitudes truly reflected the strong sense of community they have built together. We are very proud of them.

It's been a wonderful week of determination, teamwork, and community across the school. We're proud of all the children’s

efforts and look forward fto sharing more with you next week.

Warm regards
Catherine Hudson

Principal

Aftendance

Our school attendance target is 97% and above for all children.

At Ashford Hill Primary, we are committed to:

. Promoting good aftendance and reducing absence, including persistent absence
. Ensuring every pupil arrives at school on time and ready fo learn
. Ensuring every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled

This week’s attendance:

Whole School YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Yé
96.6 98.6 95.6 93.8 92 97.4 98.9
Well done to Y5 for 100% attendance this week

Reminder: The gate will now close promptly at 08:55. If your child arrives after this fime, they will need to enter via the main

enfrance and sign in at the office. Thank you for supporting us in ensuring every child starts their day ready to learn.

Reporting Absence

If your child is absent, please contact the school by either calling the office and leaving a message or emailing our dedicated

attendance mailbox: attendance@ashfordhill.hants.sch.uk

When reporting an absence, please remember to include the reason your child is away from school. If you report that your child
is unwell, a member of staff will follow up to gather a little more information, in line with our attendance procedures. Thank you

for helping us keep our records accurate and up to date.
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Y4 Maths Challenge at St. Gabriel’s School

I had the honour of taking four Year 4 children to St. Gabriel's School this week to take part in a Maths Challenge. They worked
brilliantly as a team, tackling fricky problems with enthusiasm and determination. It was wonderful to see their confidence grow
as they collaborated, shared ideas, and encouraged one another throughout the afternoon. The children represented our

school beautifully and demonstrated our value of community. We were very proud of both their effort and their attitude.

Y5 Sports Experience at Cheam School

Year 5 had a fantastic day of sports discovery at Cheam School on Thursday where they enjoyed playing new sports and made
new friends. The team of excellent sports coaches took our Year 5s through cricket, netball and football skills and engaged
them in fun competitive play alongside and against the Year 5 children from Cheam. They represented the school in fantastic

fashion, working hard and playing well — they showed their sportsmanship and competitive natures in excellent balance.

Integrity Determination Community




Healthy Lunchboxes and Snacks

Whether squeezing it in before the school run in the morning or before bed on a busy midweek evenings, preparing your child’s

lunchbox can seem like just another thing on the long list of things fo do.

School meals are a great choice and we would highly recommend them as a well-priced, nutritious choice, but if you do make
a packed lunch for your child, then please ensure that:

e  Water boftles in school should contain only water - fruit juice, milk etc. should only be provided in packed-lunches

e Morning snacks should be healthy — fruit, vegetables or a healthy cereal bar

e Packed-lunches should be healthy, nutritious and containing the main food groups — carbohydrate, protein, dairy, fruit
and vegetables

e We are a nut free school - this also means no spreads such as Nutella in sandwiches
e Sweets and chocolate are not appropriate for packed lunches and should be saved for treats at home.
The NHS UK website has some excellent ideas and recipes for lunch boxes if you are struggling for new ideas and also is packed

full of nutritional advice.

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/

Purple Mash Library

2026 is the National Year of Reading and to celebrate, we have access to the Purple Mash Library with over 250 eBooks. There

are seven clearly-defined libraries to allow children to find books quickly and easily. Children can mark books as favourites and
access them directly from the home screen. Children can search the platform by book title, author, genre, or topic (Victorians,

Rivers, Stone Age etfc.) To access the library, children use their Purple Mash login https://library.purplemash.com/#/home

WA Libraries

Diemencs Emereles Sepphies Firz bels Comeis
Recommended for ages Recommended for ages Recommended for ages Books to motivate and Longer novels for ages
57 7-9 9-11 promote eager learning 9-11 written by Jonny
Zucker
poéﬁ? )
- -earnin
A collection of poems Dynamic, inspiring and
and linked activities for engaging whole books
ages5-11 from Dorling
Kindersley.
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https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://library.purplemash.com/#/libraries

Headlice

If you notice any signs of head lice, please inform the school as soon as possible. Head lice can usually be treated effectively by
using a pharmacist-recommended lotion or spray and by carefully combing wet hair with a fine-toothed nit comb over several

days fo remove eggs and lice.

Safeguarding

What Parents & Educators Need to know about

MENTAL HEALTH
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IDENTIFY RELIABLE SOURCES
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Safeguarding is our number one priority. Together we want to ensure that all children are safe, happy and secure at all times. If

you have any concerns about another child or your own, please do not hesitate to contact one of our Safeguarding Leads.

®
Miss. C. Hudson Mrs. L. Burridge Mr. B. Dixon
Principal Executive Headteacher Teacher
Designated Safeguarding Deputy Designated Deputy Designated
Lead Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead
Dates for your diary

24 March 2026 Parents’ Evening
25 March 2026 Parents’ Evening
19 June 2026 Sports Day
9 July 2026 Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre — school show
23 October 2026 INSET Day - school closed to children
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Community Notices

to Register

FESTIVAL OF

FREE TENNIS
AT BASINGSTOKE TENNIS

BACK ON COURT THIS JANUARY 2026

8
e

5“ Jiminy Cricket’s

Awarm and welcoming
pre-school in Ashford Hill

TENNIS TASTERS

Sunday 14" June

1BM Hursely, Winchester,

Kennet Leisure Centre 5021 2JA

Stoney Lane, Thatcham RGT9 4LJ
9.00am - 4.00pm
Early dro off rom Barm Lo ik e Spem
OPEN TO CHILDREN AGED 5 (SCHOOL YEAR 1) - 12
FROM £29.50 PER DAY!
Discounts for siblings - please see booking page for details.
We accept Childcare Vouchers, ree Childcare & we are OFSTED mgmmiv

Scan Here

to Sign- up}
Refreshments provided at regular

stops along the routes. @@;@

call 01344 508008 or email info@lets-play.orguk
Book online: www.lets-play.org.uk
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View and manage View your child's
your appointments vaccination history and range of resources
‘with Health Visitors newbom biood spot
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View growth charts The Ages and stages
and auestionnaires are
meauremonts avaitable for you to
complate electronically
[ child's height and
year/2 yoar heath weight measurements
(Year B and Year ).

Today's health, tomorrow's future
Sign up today! Email parent portal@nhs net

We CARE through:
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About Vs

TO ENQUIRE, PLEASE SEND US
AN EMAIL, OR COMPLETE
A BOOKING FORM ON

OUR WEBSITE

Newbury

WWW.SEAHORSESSWIMMING,CO.UK

ULTIMATE
ACTIVITY
CAMPS

for ages

Ultimate savings when you book early!




