Ashford Hill
Primary School
Newsletter

‘Be the Best We Can Be’

Dear Parents/Carers,

We were delighted to celebrate a wonderful Harvest
Festival this week, held in the church and attended by
so many of our families. It was lovely to see the church
filled with parents and carers who came to watch the
children perform their songs, poems, and readings with
such enthusiasm. A special thank you goes to John, our
church warden, for opening the service with his
thoughtful and engaging talk. The event was a true
celebration of community and gratitude, reflecting the
values we hold dear at Ashford Hill. Our Head leaders
Ava and Leo will be taking the donated harvest gifts to
the food bank next week.

Thank you to everyone who took the time fo respond to
our recent wraparound care survey. Your feedback has
been incredibly helpful in understanding the needs of our
families. Based on the results, | will be meeting with the
after-school care company next week to discuss the next
steps. We are hopeful that we will be able to infroduce
wraparound care in the new year, although there are sfill
some discussions to take place around its viability and the
operational running of the club. | will keep you updated
as plans progress.

Exciting news! Over the half-term holiday, the Year R
Garden will be fully landscaped to create a fresh, new
outdoor area for the children. Over the next half term, the
space will be gradually populated with new learning
equipment and resources, allowing it to develop info an
engaging environment that enhances exploration, play,
and learning. We can’t wait for the children to enjoy their
evolving new garden as it takes shapel!
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Please remember that next week is a three-day week as
we have staff inset on Thursday and Friday. Have a
wonderful weekend and | look forward to seeing you all
on the gate next week.

Kirsty Kingham

Principall

Attendance

Attendance % (whole school target 97%)

Whole YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Yé
School
981 100 95.6 99 99.5 94.5 98.8 97.9

Well done YR for 100% attendance this week

,..‘;r“.::'d Hill P Imary,

Safeguarding Audit - Tuesday

This week, we had a full-day audit of our safeguarding
procedures and policies. We were assessed very strongly in all
areas, which is extiremely pleasing. This outcome was further
supported by the parent survey completed by over 50 families,
in which 100% of you said that children feel safe at Ashford Hill,
and 100% also confirmed that behaviour is good. We are so
proud of these results.

Our strong safeguarding practice stems from a robust culture
where we truly believe that ‘it could happen here’. As a
community, we consistently look out for one another and for
our children — a key sfrength highlighted in the audit.

Please note that the release button on the office door must not
be used to lef anyone into the building — even if you know
them. Only school staff are authorised to grant access. Please
ensure that all members of your family, including older school
children, are aware of this, as it is a vital part of our
safeguarding practice.

Parent/carer survey

Thank you for completing the parent/carer survey. We have
had over 50 families give us feedback and the results are
showing a very positive view of the school overall.

A small number of you have said that you disagree or strongly
disagree with some of the statements and for these we would
appreciate knowing more.

This link will take you to a form where you can share further
feedback which will help us to continue improving.
https://forms.office.com/e/N8Bu7YfiFX. Thank you.



https://forms.office.com/e/N8Bu7YfiFX.

Spooky Spoons Competition!

We have already had so many excellent spooky spoons arrive
in school - there are clearly some very creative and talented
chidlren and families in our school.

Please decorate your spooky spoon(s) over half term for a
chance to win a prize - there will be a winner for each year
group! Spooky spoons will need to be handed in by the 4th of
November, ready for judging by Mrs Kingham. Winners will be
announced that same week.

Please make sure that spoons are labelled and come back in
the envelope provided with your £1 entry fee for each spoon.

PTA AGM - 7' November 2.30pm in School Hall

pevs—t Ashford Hill Primary School
Prevery Gcrool Parent Teacher Assoclation
PT A Ashford Hill Road
Ashford Hil
THATCHAM
RG1Y 668
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Ashford Wil PTA

Parking at drop off/pick up

We have had reports of cars dropping off and parking in
inappropriate and unsafe places in the mornings and
afternoons. Please do not park on the side of the road, in front
of the neighbours’ houses or on any of the yellow school road
markings. Please use the designated car park opposite school.
If the car park is full, please use the church car park and walk
up. Please also approach the school and car park with caution
during these busy times.

Parents Evening Autumn Term - reminder

Parents evening this term will be on Tuesday 18th and
Thursday 20th November. More details regarding times
and booking details will follow nearer the time.

New Year R 2026 Admissions Open Day Event Dates

Our open days for Year R 2026 admissions have been
arranged for:

Monday 24th November: 10.45am-11.45am

Please spread the word and help us to continue to grow
our amazing school.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is our number one priority. Together we
want to ensure that all children are safe, happy and
secure at all times. If you have any concerns about
another child or your own, please do not hesitate to
contact one of our Safeguarding Leads.

This year our Designated Safeguarding Lead Team are
as follows:

Mrs Kirsty Mingham Mins € Madaon Mr B Dibxon

Principal and Vice Principal and Depvity
Chass Teacher aond Deputy
Oes{pmate Dedlgrated Sataguariling
Dwsgnatod Safnguarcing Lasd
Sateguarsing Lead Low?
DSy
{os) st

Keeping Children Safe on TikTok and Social Media

Children under the age of 13 are not able to have or
access a social media account. This information is for
families who may use the platform and older children
also. It isimportant to stay aware of the dangers with
these social media platforms.

Social media platforms like TikTok can be fun and
creative, but it's important to be aware of the potential
dangers. These include:



e Exposure to inappropriate content such as
violence, sexual material, or harmful challenges.

e Cyberbullying, which can affect children’s
mental health and confidence.

e Online grooming, where someone builds trust
with a child with the intention of exploiting them.

e Data privacy risks, including strangers accessing
personal information.

To help keep your child safe, consider the following:

e Use devices in shared spaces so you can
monitor activity.

e Check and update privacy settings to control
who can see your child's content and contact
them.

e Maintain open communication: regularly talk
about online experiences and encourage
children to report anything that makes them
uncomfortable.

e Set boundaries for screen time and age-

appropriate apps. VEIII{Sf IN
A CAVERSHAM
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e Know how to report concerns using in-app tools 1\‘@%3\1(;72\%13@ ) ?C@E%@Q&ﬂ
and resources such as the CEOP (Child ‘,.,_0';3@54 06TV Db¥ ; mggag‘/
Exploitation and Online Protection) website. Ak r{u@;&% b= m
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By staying informed, vigilant, and supportive, you can éﬂ%%\) 0
help your child enjoy social media safely and
responsibly.

Dates for your diary for the year ahead

24t Sept -7pm Meet the teacher evening for all parents to
aftend.

8th Oct - School Photographs (school Uniform)

Friday 17th October — Harvest Festival 9.30am

23rd & 24th October - Inset Days

23th Oct - 315t Oct Half Term

26t November - Ed Psych Service Coffee Affernoon on
Executive Functioning (in school)

10th December — Whole school trip fo Pantomime - should be

returned by 3.45pm ‘ TO BOOK YOUR PLACE ONLINE

. HTTPS:/BREAKING-BARRIERS- THE ATRE-COMPANY.CLASS 4KIDS.CO.UK/
12 December - iRock concert 09.15 CONTACT NATALIE - 07883107404
17t @ 1.45pm & 18t @ 9.45am December - Nativity 10% DISCOUNT CODE: JMO587

Performances

18th December — Christmas Lunch and Parties

18th December — 2.45pm Curriculum Showcase for Parents
19th June- Sports’ Day

9th July — Annie Jr Haymarket Theatre — school show
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With a new season and a new era well underway at
Reading Football Club, | am delighted to announce the
return of our School & Grassroots fixtures for 2025/26.

The first of two fixtures will take place on Saturday 22nd
November when Rotherham United make the long trip
down from Yorkshire. The showdown with the Millers will Son venue webaites:for further details on events and to book
see your School enjoy discounted ticket rates, and seacity couk | tudor s sisaan g o0 A el g
what's more, the action doesn’t stop at the final whistle. ' |

Post-match will see a spectacular firework and drone
show take place outside the stadium, giving you a great
excuse fo stick around and celebrate what we hope will

be a fine Royals win. ,”/DOR HOUS}
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Full details of how to get involved can be found below PRESENTS

so please share with all your children, friends, family and

staff and let me know if you require any further

information.

You have been invited to Reading Football Club’s first '
School & Grassroots Fixture of 2025-26! . -

When?
Reading vs Rotherham United
Saturday 22nd November, 3pm kick off

Where?
Select Car Leasing Stadium

How to qualify for the discount and confirm your THURSDAY 30 OCTUBER
attendance? ‘mAM - SPM

To redeem, please click below and enter the following FREE
unique coupon code: #AshfordHillPrimary in the basket ENTRY
once you have logged in and selected your tickets
which will be discounted to the below prices:

ALL
S

13 and Under: £1 m
17 and Under: £5
18 to 24: £10
65 and over: £10
Adult: £15
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"Evening Support Group ‘

"A druf:-m growp to meet with other lacal parents & carers
to share suppart, knowledqe and advice”

Support Group for Parents of
Neurodivergent Learners

Join us every month at:

% ! The Hare & Hounds 'y

A4/ Bath Road, Spesen
Newbury RG14 1QY

2025 Dates

Weds 1* October - Weds 5" November - Weds 3 December

7.30 - 9.30pm

In association with Newbury SEND Parent Carer Cafa

ndly pre-school in the
ont of Ashford Hill for 2-5yr olds
00l education & childcare




